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Þ. Õðèñòîâà, Ä. Õðèñòîâ, Ñ. Êóéêèí – Ôîíîâûå ñîäåðæàíèÿ âòîðîñòåïåííûõ è ðåäêèõ
ýëåìåíòîâ â ãîðíûõ ïîðîäàõ Áîëãàðèè. Âû÷èñëåíû ñïðàâî÷íûå çíà÷åíèÿ ñðåäíèõ ôîíî-
âûõ (íîðìàëüíûõ) ñîäåðæàíèé è âåðõíèå ãðàíè÷íûå çíà÷åíèÿ ôîíîâîãî ñîäåðæàíèÿ âòîðî-
ñòåïåííûõ è ðåäêèõ ýëåìåíòîâ (Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Hg, Sn,
Pb è As) â íåèçìåíåííûõ ìàãìàòè÷åñêèõ, ìåòàìîðôè÷åñêèõ è îñàäî÷íûõ ïîðîäàõ. Äàííûå
îá èõ êîíöåíòðàöèè è ðàñïðåäåëåíèè âûÿâëåíû ïóòåì îáîáùåíèÿ è ñòàòèñòè÷åñêîé îáðà-
áîòêè ðåçóëüòàòîâ, ïîëó÷åíûõ ïðè ãåîõèìè÷åñêèõ èñññëåäîâàíèÿõ â Áîëãàðèè, ïðîâåäåí-
íûõ â ïåðèîäå 1960—2003 ã. Ìàññèâ äàííûõ ñîñòîèò èç 19 443 êîëè÷åñòâåííûõ èëè ïðèáëè-
æåííî-êîëè÷åñòâåíûõ îïðåäåëåíèé ïåðå÷èñëåííûõ ýëåìåíòîâ â 2589 ïðîáàõ – ïðåäñòàâè-
òåëüíûõ äëÿ êîìïëåêñîâ ðàçíîãî âîçðàñòà è ãåîëîãè÷åñêîãî ïîëîæåíèÿ. Îïðåäåëÿëèñü ñðåä-
íèå ñîäåðæàíèÿ ýëåìåíòîâ, èõ ðàññåèâàíèå, âåðõíèå ãðàíè÷íûå çíà÷åíèÿ è ò.ä. Óñòàíîâëå-
íà ñïåöèôè÷íîñòü ïåðå÷èñëåííûõ ïàðàìåòðîâ â ðàçíûõ òèïàõ ïîðîä. Äëÿ íåêîòîðûõ ýëå-
ìåíòîâ õàðàêòåðíà çíà÷èòåëüíàÿ ãåîõèìè÷åñêàÿ äèôôåðåíöèàöèÿ â çàâèñèìîñòè îò òèïà
ïîðîä. Ñàìóþ èíòåíñèâíóþ äèôôåðåíöèàöèþ ïîêàçûâàþò Ti, Cr, Ni è Hg. Óëüòðàîñíîâíûå
è îñíîâíûå ïîðîäû îòëè÷àþòñÿ âûñîêèìè ñîäåðæàíèÿìè Ti, V, Cr, Ni, Co è Mn. Ñàìûå
âûñîêèå êîíöåíòðàöèè Be è Pb óñòàíîâëåíû â êèñëûõ è óìåðåíîêèñëûõ ïîðîäàõ. Ïîëó÷åíû
ñðåäíèå ñîäåðæàíèÿ ýëåìåíòîâ (â ppm) äëÿ âñåõ òèïîâ ïîðîä: Be – 2, Sr – 280, Ba – 506, Sc –
9, Ti – 2956, V – 73, Cr – 25, Mo – 1, W – 0.7, Mn – 650, Co – 10, Ni – 17, Cu – 20, Zn –
45, Cd – 2.3(?), Hg – 0.03, Sn – 3, Pb – 21 è As – 2.2. Âû÷èñëåííûå ôîíîâûå ñîäåðæàíèÿ
ïåðå÷èñëåííûõ ýëåìåíòîâ (CBG) âïîëíå ñîïîñòàâèìû ñ èõ ñðåäíèìè ñîäåðæàíèÿìè â âåðõ-
íåé êîíòèíåíòàëüíîé êîðå (CUC – Wedepohl, 1995). Âû÷èñëåíû ñëåäóþùèå çíà÷åíèÿ êîåôôè-
öèåíòîâ êîíöåíòðàöèè (CBG/CUC): Cu 1.40 – V 1.38 – Sc 1.29 – Pb 1.24 – Mn 1.23 – Sn 1.20
– As 1.10 – Ti 0.95 – Ni 0.91 – Sr 0.89 – Zn 0.87 – Co 0.86 – Ba 0.76 – Mo 0.71 – Cr 0.71 –
Be 0.65 – Hg 0.54 – W 0.50. Çà èñêëþ÷åíèåì Cd, ôîíîâûå ñîäåðæàíèÿ âñåõ èññëåäîâàííûõ
ýëåìåíòîâ (Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti,V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Hg, Sn, Pb è As) â ãîðíûõ
ïîðîäàõ Áîëãàðèè ÿâëÿþòñÿ íå òîëüêî âïîëíå íàäåæíûìè ãåîõèìè÷åñêèìè ñòàíäàðòàìè,
ïîäõîäÿùèìè äëÿ ãåîõèìè÷åñêèõ, ïåòðîëîãè÷åñêèõ, ìàòàëëîãåíè÷åñêèõ è ýêîëîãè÷åñêèõ èñ-
ñëåäîâàíèé, íî è ðåãèîíàëüíûìè êëàðêàìè äëÿ òåððèòîðèè Áîëãàðèè è Áàëêàíñêîãî ðåãèîíà.

Abstract: Reference values for the mean background (normal) contents and the upper back-
ground thresholds in the main types of rocks and total for all rocks in Bulgaria are derived for
chemical elements known as minor and trace components in the composition of the rocks – Be,
Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Hg, Sn, Pb and As. The concentration and
the distribution of the elements studied in rocks on Bulgarian territory are characterized through
generalization and mathematical-statistical processing of the available data from geochemical
investigations  carried out during the period 1960—2003.  The massif of data assembled includes
19443 quantitative and semi-quantitative element determinations on 2589 samples representative
for different by age and geological position rock complexes. The individual types of rocks are
characterized by specific parameters of distribution of the elements contents – mean value,
variance, upper background threshold, etc. Some of the elements show significant geochemical
differentiation between rock types. The ultrabasic and basic rocks are distinguished with high
contents of Ti, V, Cr, Ni, Co, Mn. Regarding Be and Pb, highest concentrations are found in the
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acid and moderate acid rocks. Most intensively differentiated by rock types are the contents of
Ti, Cr, Ni, Hg. The mean contents derived for all rocks on Bulgarian territory are the following
(in ppm): Be – 2, Sr – 280, Ba – 506, Sc – 9, Ti – 2956, V – 73, Cr – 25, Mo – 1, W – 0.7, Mn
– 650, Co – 10, Ni – 17, Cu – 20, Zn – 45, Cd – 2.3(?), Hg – 0.03, Sn – 3, Pb – 21 and As –
2.2. The background contents obtained for the elements studied (CBG) show good coincidence
with the respective recent averages for the upper continental crust (CUC) calculated by Wedepohl
(1995). The coefficients of concentration (CBG/CUC) are: Cu 1.40  –  V 1.38 – Sc 1.29 – Pb 1.24 –
Mn 1.23  – Sn 1.20 – As 1.10 – Ti 0.95 – Ni 0.91 – Sr 0.89 – Zn 0.87 – Co 0.86 – Ba 0.76 –
Mo 0.71 – Cr 0.71 – Be 0.65 – Hg 0.54 – W 0.50. The reference values obtained for the
background contents of Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Hg, Sn, Pb and As
(Cd excluded) could be accepted as sufficiently reliable standards for comparative geochemical,
petrological, metallogenic and ecologic investigations and as regional Clarkes of these elements
for the Bulgarian territory and the Balkan region.

Christova, J., Christov, D., Kuikin, S. 2007. Background contents of some minor and trace
elements in the rocks on Bulgarian  territory. – Geologica Balc., 36, 1—2; 65—76.

Key words: minor and trace elements in rocks, background contents, regional Clarkes.

Introduction

Understanding of the background element contents
is based on Vernadskiy’s law: the chemical elements
are spread and dispersed comparatively uniformly
and ubiquitously in the Earth crust; the dispersed
spreading is a normal and common state of exist-
ence of the elements (Âåðíàäñêèé, 1954). All types
of natural formations (rocks, soils, water, air, plants,
etc.) are characterized by their own comparatively
stable element content’s levels which are considered
as background ones.

The background contents of the chemical elements
in the rocks may be assessed as the following refer-
ence values: (a) global values, also known as “Clar-
kes”  (Darnley, 1995; Îâ÷èííèêîâ, 1990) – deter-
mined for the Earth crust and/or its layers; (b) re-
gional values (regional Clarkes) – obtained for con-
siderably large territories; (c) local geochemical back-
ground – characteristic for limited, restricted areas,
landscapes, etc. Reference values for background
concentrations of the elements can be obtained by
generalizing in a given hierarchical level, elaborat-
ing and interpreting the available analytical data on
the element contents.

On the theoretical basis cited above one of the
most significant results of the geochemical investi-
gations carried out during the 20-th century is the
derivation of geochemical standards – reference
values for the mean element contents (Clarkes) in
the main types of rocks and in general for the Earth
crust, only for the continental crust, for its upper
and lower layers, etc. – Turekian & Wedepohl (1961),
Âèíîãðàäîâ (1962), Îâ÷èííèêîâ (1990), ßðîøåâ-
ñêèé (1990), Wedepohl (1995), Rudnick & Gao
(2003) and others. These studies concern mainly the
upper continental crust which represents 31.7% of
the Earth crust exposed on the surface and accessi-
ble for investigations. At the same time similar as-
sessments have been obtained also for some individ-
ual regions and countries, for example, for Austra-
lia, Canada, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, In-

dia, Portugal, Russia, USA, etc. (cited in Wedepohl,
1995 and Rudnick & Gao, 2003), for China (Gao et
al., 1998; Tong, 1995), Central Kazakhstan (Ãëóõàí,
Ñåðûõ, 2000) and others.

The geochemical problem for the element back-
ground concentrations in the rocks was elaborated
in Bulgaria in the 60-ies of the past century when
the first quantitative assessments of concentrations
of some minor and trace elements in rocks have been
published by E. Alexiev. During the last 40 years, in
connection with different geochemical, petrological,
lithological, metallogenic and environmental inves-
tigations, a significant information on the concen-
trations of a great number of chemical elements in
individual kinds of rocks in different regions of the
country has been piled up. With a broader scope are
the investigations on the geochemistry of the grani-
toids in Bulgaria (Alexiev et al., 1980 – unpublished),
on the crystalline basement of South Bulgaria (Ar-
naudov et al., 1995 –  unpublished) and on the sedi-
mentary rocks of Paleozoic age by S.Yanev. In spite
of this,  published data for the mean contents of the
most of chemical elements in the rocks in Bulgaria
are relatively rare.

Systematic investigations of the data for the
contents of minor and trace elements in the rocks on
the Bulgarian territory are carried out and published
from the authors in the period 2000—2005: for heavy
metals and arsenic – Cr, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, As,
Cd, Hg and Pb (Kuikin et al., 2001) and for litophyle
elements – Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Mo, W and Sn
(Christova & Christov, 2005).

The present geochemical study is pointed on the
contents in the rocks in Bulgaria of nineteen elements
known as minor and trace components in the
chemical composition of the rocks – Be, Sr, Ba, Sc,
Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Hg, Sn, Pb
and As.  The aims of the investigation are: 1) to
generalize the earlier studies of the authors on the
same problem; 2) to improve and confirm on a
broader basis the results obtained for background
contents of these elements in the main types of rocks
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and for all rocks on Bulgarian territory; 3) to outline
the specific features of the distribution in the rocks
of the elements studied.

The background values here established could be
very useful and necessary as a basis for comparative
geochemical, petrological and metallogenic investi-
gations and assessments of rock alterations, ore de-
posits and anomalies, environmental pollution, in the
landscape geochemistry, etc.

Materials and methods

The assessment of the background contents of the
elements studied is completed through assembling,
processing and generalizing of the available geo-
chemical data from the investigations published in
Bulgaria during 1960—2003 period. The list of 96
publications used as sources of data for concentra-
tions of the elements studied in the rocks is given in
Appendix 1. Data are obtained also from 26 unpub-
lished sources – reports, kept in the National Geo-
fund 1.

The total number of the rock samples assembled
is 2589. Not all of the elements have been determined
through individual investigations, because of that the
number of analyses for each element is different.  The
total  number of the element  determinations used in
the created massif  of  data is 19 443. The data for
As, Cd and Hg, partially – for W, are quite limited,
but are also quoted here as far as they reflect the
state of the investigations up to year 2003.

The available samples from outcrops, sometimes
– from boreholes, cover irregularly the country, main-
ly its mountainous regions, where the rocks occur on
the surface. More-or-less dense the samples repre-
sent the following rock complexes: Pliocene sedimen-
tary rocks from Sofia basin; terrigenous, clayey and
carbonate rocks of Paleozoic and Mesozoic age from
Central Balkan Mountains and Strandzha Moun-
tains; intrusive, subvolcanic and volcanic rocks from
Western and Central Balkan, Western and Central
Sredna Gora zone, Mountains of Rila, Pirin, Rho-
dopes, Strandzha, Sakar, South Bulgarian granitoids;
metamorphic rocks from Balkan, Rila, Pirin, Vlahi-
na and Rhodopes Mountains; ophiolitic complexes
from Western Balkan.

Magmatic, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks
without described hydrothermal alterations only are
included in the massif of data. In the total number
of samples (2589) magmatic rocks are 1591 or 61%,
metamorphic rocks – 739 or 29% and sedimentary
rocks – 259 or 10%. This proportion is close to the

standard profile of the upper continental crust used
by Wedepohl (1995) for calculating the average ele-
ment contents – respectively 56% magmatic rocks
(granites, granodiorites, tonalites, gabbros), 30% meta-
morphic rocks (gneisses, amphibolites, mica schists,
marbles) and 14% sedimentary rocks (shales, siltstones,
sandstones, limestones).

On a second hierarchical level the samples as-
sembled, according to the petrographic descriptions
in the sources used, are systematized into 15 groups
giving the possibility of comparing the generalized
data for Bulgaria with the adopted in the interna-
tional practice reference values for mean contents
of the elements for the main types of rocks.

Each group contains rock varieties as following:
1) Clastic rocks – gravelites, sandstones, siltstones,
etc.; 2) Clay rocks – argillites, shales, etc.; 3) Car-
bonate rocks – limestones, marls, etc.; 4) Terrige-
nous-carbonate rocks – flysh and flyshoid rocks;
5) Ultrabasic magmatic rocks – picrites, dunites,
peridotites, etc.; 6) Basic magmatic rocks – basalts,
diabases, gabbros, etc.; 7) Intermediate magmatic
rocks – andesites, diorites, trachyandesites, monzo-
nites, syenites, etc.; 8) Moderate acid magmatic rocks
– dacites, granodiorites, etc.; 9) Acid magmatic rocks
– rhyolites, granites, etc.; 10) Ultrabasic metamor-
phic rocks – serpentinites, metaophiolites, etc.;
11) Basic metamorphic rocks – orthoamphibolites,
metabasites, etc; 12) Intermediate metamorphic rocks
– metadiorites, spilites, quartz amphibolites, etc.;
13) Acid metamorphic rocks – gneisses, gneiss-schists,
migmatites, etc.; 14) Carbonate metamorphic rocks
– marbles; 15) Low-grade metamorphic rocks –
green schists, phylites, metapelites, etc.

The analytical determination of the concentra-
tions of the elements studied in the rocks has been
made by different analytical methods. Initially “wet”
chemical methods and quantitative and semi-quan-
titative atomic-emission spectral analysis (AES) were
used. The old AES data from the 60-ies years (when
only the interval of concentrations has been mea-
sured) for this study have been rejected. During the
last decades more widely have been applied the meth-
ods of X-ray fluorescence analysis (XRF), neutron-
activation analysis (NAA), atomic-absorption spec-
trometry (AAS), atomic-emission spectral analysis with
inductively coupled plasma (ICP-AES). In some cases
a modern analysis through inductively coupled plas-
ma mass-spectrometry (ICP-MS) was applied. The
uncertainty of the above-mentioned quantitative ana-
lytical methods varies mainly from 5—10% to 15—20%,
and in some earlier studies with  AES – up to 30%.

From the database with the contents of Be, Sr, Ba,
Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Hg, Sn,
Pb and As in the rocks of Bulgaria, 15 populations
of data for the main rock types are formed, and one
total population for all the rocks, as well. On thus
formed populations of data a standard mathemati-
cal—statistical processing is made.

Many factors determine a priori non-homogene-
ity of the data: 1) the incorporation in a given group
of a considerable number of rock varieties of differ-

1 Àëåêñèåâ Å. è äð. (1980); Àðíàóäîâ Â. è äð. (1995); Áàéðàê-
òàðîâ È. è äð. (1996); Âåëåâ Â. è äð. (1999); Èãíàòîâñêè Ï.,
È. Áàéðàêòàðîâ (1990); Êàçúëîâà-Ñòàíêîâà Ò. (1994); Êàìå-
íîâ Á., Á. Ìàâðóä÷èåâ, Ð. Íåäÿëêîâ è äð. (1993; 19941, 19942);
Êîâà÷åâ Â. (1975); Êóéêèí Ñ. è äð. (1969; 1973; 1975; 1979;
1981; 1993; 1994; 1995); Ïàíàéîòîâ À. è äð. (1980); Ñàðîâ Ñ.
è äð. (1994; 1995; 1996; 1997; 1998; 1999); Òàðàñîâà Å. è äð.
(1992).
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ent geological structures and ages, 2) the long peri-
od of the investigations carried out (40 years), 3) the
great variety of methods for collecting and for anal-
ysis of the samples in different laboratories, and
4) the generally greater variability of trace elements
in the rocks. These factors cause the accumulation
of different natural and technical dispersions in the
statistical populations which reflect in the distribu-
tion law.

The statistical criteria for normality of the distri-
bution of element contents by kurtosis and skewness
show that the cases of normal or lognormal distribu-
tions are comparatively rare. The cumulative curves
of content distribution for the most of the elements
studied are asymmetric. Such cases are frequent in
the geochemical practice and need the use of robust
statistical estimates of the mean (average) contents.
For this reason the mean element contents are often
preferably estimated by the median (Darnley, 1995)
which is a non-parametric estimate, without influ-
ence from the distribution law.

In the present investigation a mathematical ap-
paratus is used (Þôà, Ãóðâè÷, 1964), by which for
the mean (expected) value is accepted the median
(Md). The variance is evaluated through the quar-
tiles (Q1 and Q3) and the relative quartile deviation
– DQ (Ñòàíåâ è äð.,1971), the last used also for as-
sessment of the degree of geochemical differentia-
tion of the elements in all rocks (Êóéêèí è äð., 1979).

The upper background threshold of the concen-
trations (UBT), with a given significance level q, was
calculated by the formula (Þôà, Ãóðâè÷, 1964):

).(/35.0 3 MdQqMdUBTq −+= (1)

q = 0.05 was accepted (respectively probability P =
95%), which is the most frequent practice with the
mathematical-statistical evaluations.

Some authors propose the determination of UBT
to be done through taking into account the respec-
tive percentiles (p) along the cumulative curve of
distribution of the concentrations, for example, 98p,
95p (Van de Meent et al., 1990). In most of the cases
here UBT is calculated by the formula (1) and when
the number of the respective element determinations
is small (15 ≥ N ≥ 8) UBT is provisionally accepted
as equal to 95p.

The purpose of the method of Yufa and Gurvich
is through the quartiles to avoid the effect of the so-
called “heavy” (hanging) tails of the right side of the
cumulative curves under the influence of extremely
high values. In the parent populations such extremely
high concentrations were found for the most of the
elements studied here, for example (in ppm):  Be –
68, Ba – 11870, Cr – 4890, W – 300, Mn – 15500,
Co – 708, Cu – 2000, Zn – 1000, As – 300, Hg –
50, Pb – 1360. These values may be assessed as obvi-
ously anomalous ones. For data filtration (elimina-
tion of such “hurricane” element contents) the same
expression (1) is used with q = 0.01.

Results and discussion

Among the characteristics derived for the elements
concentrations the most important are the mean
background content (CBG), equal to the median (re-
spectively 50p), and the upper background thresh-
old (UBT). The concentrations surpassing UBT
for a given type of rocks may be treated as anoma-
lous.

Reference values are obtained for the background
contents of 18 elements – Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr,
Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Hg, Sn, Pb and As in 15
types of rocks (Table 1) and total for all the rocks in
Bulgaria (Table 2). The valuations for Cd are du-
bious and the element is excluded from the discus-
sion and the conclusions because of need of new
analytical data.

Background values for rock groups. The deter-
mined mean contents of the elements into the rock
types/groups are different. They often show signifi-
cant geochemical differentiation. Two opposite
patterns of change of the element concentrations by
rock types are established which are influenced
mainly by the geochemical properties of the elements.
The elements of iron group – Ti, V, Cr, Ni, Co, Mn
– have higher contents in the ultrabasic and basic
magmatic and metamorphic rocks while the chalco-
phile elements Cu and Zn are concentrated in the
ultrabasic, basic and intermediate rocks. All above
mentioned elements have lower contents in the acid
and moderate acid rocks. The lithophile element Be
and the lithophile-chalcophile element Pb, reversely,
are with highest contents in the acid and moderate
acid rocks and lowest in the ultrabasic and basic
rocks.

The derived mean element contents in the rock
types in Bulgaria in most of the cases are closest to
the respective rock Clarkes after Turekian & Wede-
pohl (1961), considering some modifications in
Îâ÷èííèêîâ (1990). In a small extent they resemble
to the data for rock types of Âèíîãðàäîâ (1962) –
for intermediate rocks and of ßðîøåâñêèé (1990)
– for basic rocks.

Background values for all rocks. The mean ele-
ment contents derived for all rocks on Bulgarian ter-
ritory (CBG) are  the following (in ppm): Be – 2, Sr –
280, Ba – 506, Sc – 9, Ti – 2956, V – 73, Cr – 25,
Mo – 1, W – 0.7, Mn – 650, Co – 10, Ni – 17, Cu
– 20, Zn – 45, Cd – 2.3(?), Hg – 0.03, Sn – 3, Pb –
21 and As – 2.2. The contents of Ti and Mn are
commonly expressed in their oxide forms, then here
obtained mean values are: for TiO2 = 0.49% (4939
ppm), for MnO = 0.08% (839 ppm).

The mean values obtained are compared with
the already calculated by other investigators abun-
dance of the elements studied in the Earth crust
(Table 3). For most of the elements the values vary
in similar range and significant differences are not
found, with exception of already mentioned raised
cadmium values.
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More detailed comparison is made with the aver-
age data recently calculated from earlier results for
composition of the upper continental crust by Wede-
pohl (1995) – CUC  and Rudnick & Gao (2003) –
CR&G.

According to the values of the coefficients of con-
centration Cc = CBG/CUC the elements studied form
the following row:

 Cu 1.40  – V 1.38 // Sc 1.29 – Pb 1.24 – Mn 1.23
– Sn 1.20 – As 1.10 – Ti 0.95 – Ni 0.91 – Sr 0.89 –
Zn 0.87  – Co 0.86 –  Ba 0.76 – Mo 0.71 – Cr 0.71 //
Be 0.65 – Hg 0.54 – W 0.50.

The values for Sc, Pb, Mn, Sn, As, Ti, Ni, Sr, Zn,
Co, Ba, Mo and Cr are nearly equal to their averages
for upper crust after Wedepohl (1995) – Cc = 1 ±
0.3. The range ± 0.3 corresponds to the uncertainty
of the chemical methods of elements determination
which reaches 30 %. For many trace elements Rud-
nick & Gao (2003) accept similar uncertainty with-
in 30 %.

The values obtained for 5 elements differ more
significantly: Cu and V are increased (Cc > 1.3) while
the mean contents of Be, Hg and W are found de-
creased  (40 % and more below the averages after
Wedepohl, 1995).

The comparison with the most actual mean val-
ues recommended by Rudnick & Gao (2003) shows
that the total mean values here obtained are almost
systematically decreased. The coefficients of concen-
tration Cc = CBG/CR&G form the following row:

Sn 1.43 // Pb 1.24 – Be 0.95 – Mo 0.91 – Sr 0.88
– Mn 0.84 – Ba 0.81 – Ti 0.77 – V 0.75 – Cu 0.71
// Zn 0.67 – Sc 0.64 – Hg 0.60 – Co 0.58 – As 0.46
– W 0.37 – Ni 0.36 – Cr 0.27.

The range of Cc = 1 ± 0.3 includes the back-
ground values obtained for Pb, Be, Mo, Sr, Mn, Ba,
Ti, V and Cu while different are the values for 9
elements: Sn is increased and Zn, Sc, Hg, Co, As, W,
Ni, Cr are decreased in comparison with the results
of Rudnick & Gao (2003).

Published data for element contents in the lower
continental crust and for the bulk crust composition
(Wedepohl, 1995; Rudnick & Gao, 2003) differ more
significantly from the obtained for Bulgarian rocks
main values which are nearest to the data for upper
continental crust.

The estimates for trace elements contents in the
rocks show more variation from study to study (Rud-
nick & Gao, 2003). In spite of this the most of total
background values here established agree within 30
% the recent estimates of the composition of the up-
per continental crust. The values obtained for Bul-
garian territory are closest to the respective element
averages calculated for the upper crust by Wedepohl
(1995) – Figure 1.

Another aspect of the distribution of the elements
studied in the rocks is their different degree of
geochemical differentiation in the total population.
According to the increasing values of the relative
quartile deviation (DQ), this differentiation is ex-
pressed in the following rank:

Be 50 – Sr 50 –As 50 – Zn 51 – Pb 52 – W 55
– Mn 55 – Ba 56 – Mo 60 – Sn 61 – Sc 63 –  Co
67 – Cu 68 – V 70 – Ni 74 – Ti 74 – Cr 80 – Hg
94.

Most intensively differentiated between rock types
are the contents of the elements Hg, Cr, Ti, Ni, V, Cu
and Co.

Table 3
Comparison between background contents obtained for Bulgaria and actual Clarke values of Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W,
Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Hg, Sn, Pb, As (in ppm)

Element 
Clarke after 
Vinogradov 

(1962) 

Clarke after 
Ovchinnikov 

(1990) 

Average for UC 
after Wedepohl  
(1995) – CUC 

Value for UC after 
Rudnick & Gao 
(2003) – CR&G  

This study  
background  

content – CBG 
Be 3.8 2 3.1 2.1 2 
Sr 340 370 316 320 280 
Ba 650 470 668 628 506 
Sc 10 17 7 14.0 9 
Ti 4500 5300 3117 3830 * 2956 
V 90 12 53 97 73 
Cr 83 93 35 92 25 
Mo 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.1 1 
W 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.9 0.7 
Mn 1000 900 527 775 * 650 
Co 18 23 11.6 17.3 10 
Ni 58 70 18.6 47 17 
Cu 47 53 14.3 28 20 
Zn 83 68 52 67 45 
Cd 0.13 0.17 0.102 0.09 (2.3)  
Hg 0.083 0.072 0.056 0.05 0.03 
Sn 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.1 3 
Pb 16 13 17 17 21 
As 1.7 1.8 2.0 4.8 2.2 

 * calculated from the oxide form content
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Upper background thresholds. The values cal-
culated for the upper background threshold
(UBT0.05) of the element contents (Tables 1 and 2)
give a general idea of the upper limit of normal
element concentrations in the rocks most widely
spread in Bulgaria. Each rock group has its speci-
fic UBT for the individual elements, which may be
lower or higher than the respective total UBT for
all the rocks  (Table 1).

The upper background threshold marks the limits
of the normal concentrations. This value is first of
all applicable for the rock groups, while for the total
population of all rocks UBT has an approximate
character because of the element differentiation
between rocks with different chemical and mineral
composition and different genesis. The total upper
background threshold for all types of rocks com-
bined, applied to some rock types, would exclude a
part of the background samples as anomalous, and
for other types it would include anomalous samples
into the category of the background ones. For
example, the total UBT for Ni is 106 ppm, but the
UBT in the ultrabasic and basic rocks where the
same element is concentrated are respectively 3610
ppm and 192 ppm (Table 1).

The width of the interval between upper back-
ground threshold and mean content (CBG) is dif-
ferent for the individual elements. It depends on
the variance of the background contents. Accord-
ing to the values of the ratio UBT0.05/ CBG (Table 2)
the elements considered form the following order:
Be 2.9 – Pb 3.0 – Ba 3.3 – Zn 3.4 – As 3.4 – Mn
3.5 – Sr 3.6 – Sc 3.7 – Ti 4.5 – Co 4.9 – Mo 4.9 –
Sn 4.9 – W 5.0 – V 5.2 – Cu 5.3 – Ni 6.2 – Cr 8.2
– Hg 18.7.

Excluding the endmost member of the row (Hg)
the ratio UBT0.05/ CBG varies from 3 to 8, at an aver-
age about 4.

On lower hierarchical levels (for example, for
landscapes, geological-structural or administrative
regions, different rock complexes, etc.) the parame-
ters of the background concentrations (mean con-
tent and upper background threshold) of the ele-
ments may have their specific local values, includ-

ed statistically in the general estimates obtained for
the whole Bulgarian territory.

Conclusion

The reference values derived for the mean back-
ground contents of Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W,
Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Hg, Sn, Pb and As may be ac-
cepted as sufficiently reliable geochemical standards,
characterising the chemical composition of the rocks
on Bulgarian territory.

 The background values established are based on
real results from quantitative chemical analyses
published in Bulgarian geochemical studies during
a period of 40 years. In spite of the local represen-
tativity of the rock samples (for the country) the values
derived show good coincidence with the recently
calculated averages of the studied elements in the
upper continental crust.

 The content of Cd in the rocks in Bulgaria needs
additional investigations and first of all – new data
obtained through highly sensitive modern analytical
methods.

The results obtained show that there is no “one
single” background value for given element, which
can be equally valid for all types of rocks. The indi-
vidual rock groups are distinguished with specific
parameters of distribution of the background con-
centrations (mean value, variance, upper background
threshold, etc.) which often are significantly differ-
ent from each other, especially for the contents of
the most intensively differentiated elements – Hg,
Cr, Ti, Ni, V, Cu and Co.

The reference background values obtained for 18
elements known as minor and trace components in
the chemical composition of the rocks – Be, Sr, Ba,
Sc, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, W, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Hg, Sn, Pb
and As – may have a multipurpose application for
comparative geochemical, petrological, lithological
and metallogenic investigations, for assessment of the
quality of the environment (soils, etc.) and as region-
al Clarkes of these elements for the Bulgarian terri-
tory and the Balkan region, as well.
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